
Dear Parents,  
 
PARENT WALKTHROUGHS 
To highlight Education Week this year we offered Parent Walkthroughs for the first time, 
with a focus on our teaching of Writing. The walkthroughs provided information about our 
Writer’s Notebook philosophy, how we teach writing consistently across the school from 
Prep to Year 6, and the opportunity to see it in action in an authentic setting. The feedback 
from the parents who took part was extremely positive. We hope to offer these sessions 
with a different educational focus in the future.  
 
MELBOURNE FC VISIT: READ LIKE A DEMON 
Last week, the Year 3s, and especially Melbourne supporters, were thrilled to be read to by 
five footy players, who also talked about their multicultural backgrounds as well as their 
love of reading.  
 

 
 
SEMESTER 1 REPORTS & INTERVIEWS 
Teachers have been working hard to prepare the midyear reports for each student.  These 
reports are distributed via Compass in the last week of term. To ensure a progressive 
reporting process for parents, interviews will be conducted early in Term 3.  We feel this 
then provides regular information to parents each term.  Of course, parents wishing to 
discuss the mid-year report or any other aspect of the child’s school performance may 
contact their class teacher to make an appointment at any time.  
This year, interviews for Prep to Year 2 will be held between the parents and the classroom 
teacher. Students in Years 3 to 6 will participate in 3-way interviews together with the 
parents and classroom teacher.  
 
COMMUNICATION SURVEY 
Thank you to the families that have already completed our Communication survey. The 
School Council communications sub-committee have sent this survey out to get some 
feedback as to what is working well and how we can improve our communications. We are 
committed to strengthening the partnership between the school and parents, specifically in 
relation to parent participation and engagement in the learning journey of your children. 
The school is currently transitioning to digitised communication to be more environmentally 



sustainable and to improve the efficiency of communication between school and home. We 
would encourage as many families as possible to complete the survey.  
As announced at Assembly on Friday as an incentive to participate, we are having a Golden 
Ticket Draw. Students can get a “golden ticket” from the office by telling the code word 
which can be found at the completion of the survey. With a “golden ticket”, you will be in 
the draw to have a special Principal’s morning tea. One ticket per grade will be drawn out at 
our final assembly for this term, Friday 29 June. 
 
PRE-LOVED BOOK SALE 
The pre-loved book sale was an enormous success as pre-loved books in mint condition 
found a new home. Thank you to Lise Allen and her generous band of helpers who sorted 
books into categories and manned the stalls. Thanks also to the SALT Visual Arts team who 
roved and helped younger students will their choices.  
 
SOIREE 
On Tuesday 19 June, our first Soiree for the year was held for students who learn an 
instrument or perform in one of the extra curricula groups. Students performed with 
confidence in front of proud parents and friends. Thank you to our instrumental teachers 
who prepared the students and our Performing Arts teachers Kate van der Jagt and Danni 
Smith for organisating this celebration of talent.  
 
ABSENT STUDENTS 
From the start of Term 3 it is a requirement for all Victorian government schools to notify 
parents as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student’s absence. This 
requirement supports student safety and wellbeing. To ensure you do not get contacted 
could you please let us know of your child’s absence from school through Compass, via 
email or a phone call to the office.  
 
WOORABINDA CAMP 
Next week 19 students from years 4 and 5 will attend the DET Somers School Camp - 
Woorabinda Campus  in the LaTrobe Valley. The camp has been in operation since 1973 and 
provides a five day residential educational adventure experience for students in State 
Government Schools, across Victoria. Each 5 day program provides opportunities for 80-100 
children (50 boys and 50 girls) from Years 4 and 5. We are delighted that all students who 
applied from our school were accepted. 

RESILIENCE PROJECT PARENT NIGHT TONIGHT 
Join us tonight - Wednesday 20 June - for the Resilience Project Parent night. I would 
encourage all parents who have not attended one of these nights to attend and find out 
more about this program that we run at GIPS. I know some who attended three years ago, 
at our previous parent evening, will be returning for a refresher on family conversations and 
developing resilience.  Although booking are closed you can still come along. If you ring the 
office on 9885 3624 it would be appreciated, so we can ensure seating for all. It will be held 
in the Performing Arts space. 
 
 
 



INSPIRE 
INSPIRE is a joint project between Ashburton PS, Solway PS and GIPS designed to cater for 
students who demonstrate a high degree of aptitude and passion for a particular area of the 
curriculum. INSPIRE offers a series of short curriculum focussed programs for students in 
Year 5/6, Year 3/4 and Prep to Year 2. On June 8 we held the first program for the year. The 
Year 5/6 programs had a focus on Science and Dance.  Glen Iris hosted a program for years 3 
and 4 teaching them how to write French colour poetry. Our students teamed with students 
from Ashburton and Solway in an engaging activity led by Madame Barre. French Day (21st 
August) planning has begun. 
 
DIVISIONAL CROSS COUNTRY 
We had three students from GIPS run in the Regional Cross Country competition yesterday: 
Harry M, Phoebe F and Lucy P. In a fantastic effort, all finished within the top third of their 
age groups. Congratulations on a great performance!  
 
 
Garry Collins 
Principal 


