
GIPS Newsletter 5, 23 April 2018 
Parents’ Association 

 
A new logo for the PA!    
 
I’m delighted to introduce the new Parents Association logo.   

The new logo brings GIPS into line with many other schools 

who have similar parent clubs.  The logo represents the three 

major cohorts of the school – the parents, the teachers and 

the students – all working together to help hold up the school.    

The purpose of the logo is to help create greater awareness 

of the work done by the Parent’s Association, and to help 

attract new parents to support PA activities.   Over the coming 

weeks, you will see the logo appear for fundraising and social 

events run by the PA, for services we provide, and in all PA 

communications.   

The design was lovingly put together by Katrina Standen, graphic designer, at no charge to the school, 

and organised by Kim Coltman-Bavage,  a professional marketer, who just so happens to be the 

Branding, Marketing and Resourcing coordinator for the PA.  Thank you both, we love it.  

 

Friends of the Arts  

I am also very pleased to announce the formation of a new Parents Association group at GIPS, called 

the Friends of the Arts.  You might have seen some posts on Compass and the web calling for 

interested parents to lend a hand with the FOTA. 

Set up by a passionate art-lover and actor, Kirsty White, in conjunction with our new Art teacher Nikki 

Szwarcbard the FOTA aims to support the Art department through the busy year ahead, which includes 

the bi-annual school production in September, and a planned Art show later in the year.   Help will 

include working with kids to prepare costumes and sourcing props for the concert, and support in the 

Art room with Prep classes (Mon & Tues).  Good luck FOTA, and thanks Kirsty for the inspiration. 

For interested parents, FOTA is meeting this Thursday 26th April at 9am in the Art Room.  Contact 

Kirsty on  0417 358 362. 

 

 



Upcoming Events  

In other news for the new term,  the Second Hand Uniform Shop, is holding its first WINTER IS 

COMING Clearance Sale,  this Friday 27th April.   Ann Mullins and Fiona Freemantle, who coordinate 

this service, are throwing open the doors, so to speak, before and after school, with a wide range of 

winter clothing, much of it in great condition, and at eye-watering low prices.  There are heaps of 

winter jackets and fleeces, tunics and tracksuit pants.   This is a great chance to get along and stock up 

on an extra piece or two of clothing for the winter months ahead, save a few dollars, and do your bit 

to help reduce the awful waste that our society sends to land fill these days.  

Importantly, this is a reminder to regularly check the shop as "new" old items are being donated 

weekly.  On another positive note, many of the unused clothes are being donated to a school 

community in West Africa, as kindly organised by one of our parents, Yvonne Olszewski.  Ann and 

Fiona would also gratefully receive pre-loved clean clothes for donation, pressed please, and especially 

we have  a need for skorts, sports uniforms and short sleeved polos that are in good condition! Please 

pay us a visit on Friday!  

 

Mother’s Day is fast approaching and we are pleased to see some great interest for the first Mother’s 

Day Breakfast to be held in school hall on Friday 4th May.  Thanks to Dani Schmidt, our coordinator, 

for your efforts to date.  Register your interest asap (closing Friday) for a great gourmet breakfast and 

photo with your kids.   The day before, Thursday 3rd May, will be the Mother’s Day stalls, a lovely GIPS 

tradition with a whole raft of items for kids to purchase for their mums.  Prices range between $1 and 

$8, so please send in your kids with their hard-earned tooth fairy coins please.   Thanks Lisa Kelly, for 

coordinating this delightful event.  The Mother’s Day stalls and breakfast are community building 

event, with a small amount of funds raised.  

Other upcoming events planned by the PA for this term are the Second-Hand book sale, and the new-

look Make and Bake event, happening in June.  Keep an eye out for these events. 

 

And as always, the Parents Association meet monthly and all are welcome.  There are lots of ways to 

help – many tasks are only small – and any help would be much appreciated.  Next meeting is Monday 

14th May,  or get in touch with me any time.   For more details see the NOW HIRING icon on this 

newsletter. 

See you around the grounds!  

 

Mal Osborne-Smith 
 
President, GIPS Parent Association 
mal.osbornesmith@gmail.com 
0417667766 
   

 

The  PA aims to support and improve GIPS in three ways – by running a variety of community building 

events which are designed to bring parents teachers and students together; by providing services to 

support the running of the school; and by fund raising activities throughout the school year to raise 

much needed money to make GIPS an even better school.   
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