
Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome to Term 2! This is always a busy one, and in 2018 we look forward to an engaging 
and productive term. 
 
ANZAC DAY 
At our assembly on Friday we held a special service to commemorate ANZAC Day. Each Year 
Level presented an item about the significance of the day and what ANZAC Day means to 
them. We laid wreaths made by the students, listened to the Last Post and held a minute’s 
silence. I have received several comments from parents who were at our assembly about 
how well the students presented their items. I would like to thank our teaching staff for the 
way they prepared our students and congratulate all students for their participation in this 
important day on the Australian calendar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION WEEK 

This year as part of Education Week (May 21 to May 25) we will be offering Parent 
Walkthroughs with a focus on how we teach writing. Each day a Year Level will host a 
morning session where we will showcase how writing is taught at GIPS. Groups of parents 
will ‘walkthrough’ each of the classrooms in the Year Level to see the students in action. 
More details about the opportunity to take part in the Parent Walkthroughs will be 
published via Compass in the coming weeks. 
 
2019 PREP ENROLMENTS  

We are now accepting enrolments for 2019 and particularly ask current families with a 
student due to begin school next year to complete an enrolment form and drop it into the 
office as soon as possible. Thank you for your help with this matter. If you have friends or 
neighbours who have a 2019 Prep student, they should telephone the office and book into a 
school tour. Dates for school tours are available on our website.  
 

http://www.gips.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2017_student_enrolment_information_form.pdf
http://www.gips.vic.edu.au/page/182/School-Tours


YEAR 6/7 TRANSITION 
Forms for students moving on to secondary school have now been sent home to Year 6 
parents, outlining the process and timeline for the transition. There was an information 
evening for interested parents held at Solway PS last week. The Principals from Ashwood 
High School, Auburn High School and Camberwell High School give a presentation about 
their respective schools. If any parents need any clarification about the transition process, 
please do not hesitate to contact us at school. 
Robyn Floyd and I were invited to Camberwell High School last Thursday to see our Year 6 
students from last year. It was great to see our ex-students thriving in their new learning 
environment! 
 
READING UPDATE 
To support our 2018 school goal on the teaching of Reading, Lisa Keskinen was at school 
today, Tuesday 24 April, and will be again on Wednesday 2 May. She will be working with 
each of the Year Levels and will be demonstrating Reading sessions in the classrooms for the 
teachers. Lisa will also work with the PLC leaders and lead a staff meeting on that 
Wednesday. 
 
One of the six comprehension strategies that we have been focussing on recently has been 
Visual representation of text. There is an old saying that a picture is worth a thousand 
words. When it comes to comprehension, this saying might be paraphrased, “a visual 
display helps readers understand, organise and recognise some of those thousand words”. 
Below is some examples of visualisation recently done by 1G, based on a poem. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUNING IN TO KIDS 
We are hosting a parenting program this term called Tuning in to Kids. Tuning in to Kids is a 
6-session parenting program that helps children learn to understand and regulate their 
emotions. It teaches parents: 

 awareness and regulation of their own emotions 

 awareness of their children’s emotions 

 to use children’s emotional experiences as an opportunity for closeness and teaching 

 skills in assisting children to verbally label their emotions 

 skills in assisting children in problem solving 



 to guide children’s behaviour with appropriate limits 

The program is offered to parents in the area and we have 10 places available to our 
parents. We still have a few places available to our parents. More details about the Tuning 
In To Kids program can be found here.  
 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
The Department of Education and Training launched a Respectful Relationships Initiative last 
year. Glen Iris Primary School has been accepted into this program as a partner school and 
will be working with a number of local primary and secondary schools who have expressed 
interest in partnering with us. 
The Government is investing $21.8 million over two years to roll out this holistic approach to 
Respectful Relationships across schools. This program will support the delivery of respectful 
relationships education, through the new Victorian Curriculum across all year levels. The 
aim of the program is to influence cultural change through education. 
The program is structured around a whole school approach, which has been regarded as the 
single most important criterion for effective violence prevention and respectful 
relationships education in schools. The whole school approach recognises that in order to 
achieve sustainable change, shifts are needed at a policy, structural, process, system and 
institutional level.  
A small team of staff have attended introductory sessions in 2017.  
 
In 2018 our team will attend professional development sessions on the following: 

 Learning Material. Workshops that will enhance and contribute to our capacity to 

use the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships Teaching and Learning 

materials in our classrooms. 

 Responding to disclosures training. Responding to disclosures is designed is to build 

the knowledge and skills of school staff to be able to recognise and respond to family 

violence and refer appropriately to internal and external services. 

 Planning and Assessing. Specifically focus on the Respectful Relationships Victorian 

Curriculum. This workshop will assist schools in planning and assessing the 

curriculum with regard to the Health and Physical Education and Personal and Social 

Capability Curriculum. 

 
SCHOOL CHOOKS & VEGIE GARDEN 
Thankyou to the parents who looked after our chooks, Pepper and Marshmallow, over the 
recent holiday period. They really enjoyed their time away and have come back with pep in 
their step!  
Our vegie garden is also looking very healthy thanks to Jane O’Dwyer, mother of Jack and 
Will, who has spent many hours preparing the garden beds and planting the vegies. Each 
week a different grade looks after the chooks and vegie garden and our students love to 
visit this unique part of our school. 
 
 
 

http://www.gips.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/tuning_into_kids_workshops.pdf


PLANTING NEW TREES 
Our newly established bird garden on the northern fence line was a hive of activity in the 
last week of Term 1. The Preps, together with their buddies, were able to plant some more 
native plants thanks to a grant we received through the office of Kelly O’Dwyer MP, the 
Federal Member for Higgins. 
Special thanks to two of our teachers Christine Hiland and Sam Hynes who organised this 
activity and the parent helpers who assisted on the day. 
 

  
 
 
WORKING BEE 
A working bee will be held on Saturday 5 May, from 12:30pm – 3.30pm. More details can be 
found here.  The Friends of the Library are running a working bee at the same time, so 
parent can work in the school grounds or the library.  
 
BIKE RACKS 
Just a final cautionary note that bikes should not be left after hours at school. 
Unfortunately, the area cannot be locked and a bike that was left there overnight has gone 
missing. 
 
Garry Collins 
Principal 

http://www.gips.vic.edu.au/articles/445

