
GIPS Newsletter 7, 22 May 2018 
Parents’ Association 

 
 
 

 
Books Galore 

Our Pre-loved Book Stall returns! 
 

 
 
 
This year, under the direction of Garry Collins, GIPS is placing renewed interest in Reading.  Therefore, 
the Parents Association is delighted to support the return of the GIPS Pre-Loved Book Stall – set to hit 
the GIPS coloured squares on Thursday 14th June.   With winter upon us and the days getting colder 
and shorter, a fresh new pile of children’s favourites is a perfect way to warm up an evening and get 
our kids inspired! 

Please put a note in the diary to load your kid’s pockets with piles of gold coins to buy their delights 
and withhold dinner unless they can show you their next great tome.  This stall is one just for the kids - 
the simple joy of finding a book or ten they will choose and love – sans parents.  

 A big thanks to Lise Allen for the inspiration and effort to run this event. Volunteers welcome please, 
via Sign Up (See below).   All families please bring in your pre-loved books to reception any time. A 
great way to clear a little space on those shelves and bring some joy to others.   The more the better! 

 

Friends of the Arts make a splash 

The Friends of the Arts (FOTA) is in full swing, with 14 interested parents offering their support to help 

Nikki Szwarcbard in her work in the Art Room this year.   The Friends include Andy Jones, Angie 

Tassell, Arlene Muys, Angela Nelson, Jenny Trytell, Jaun Juan Chen, Kelly Mrocki, Marteen Burger, 

Ran Hao, Sarah Cormick, Sarah Richardson, Sarina Brunott, Scmana DeRun, and Sonya Curry – led by 

coordinator Kirsty White.  

The Friends are clever people, offering their services in crafting, sewing, costume making, production 

management, prop making and sourcing.  Much of their work this term will be helping create ideas for 

costumes and props for the School Concert in September, and sourcing materials.  Next term, the 

elves get to work with kids helping them turn those ideas into reality.  Already they are helping with 

Prep Art classes on Mon and Tues (2-3.30).  For interested parents, FOTA is meeting this Thursday 24th 

May at 9am in the Art Room.  Contact Kirsty on  0417 358 36 



Sign up to help with Sign Up!  
 
After a successful trial, the PA is now using SignUp.com (the 
leading online SignUp and reminder tool) to organise 
volunteers for our upcoming events.  

We just LOVE volunteers so we are keen to make it as easy as possible to help.  

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 

1) Click on the publicised event link to see the SignUp set up for that event 
2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like.  They could be small jobs on specific 

times, to make it easier for you. 
3) Sign up! 

 You will NOT need to register an account or keep a password on SignUp.com.  And SignUp.com does 
not share your email address with anyone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

National Volunteers Week 
 
This week is National Volunteer Week.  We’d like to take a moment to say a big Thank You to our 
hardworking Parents Association community who give up their time to help make GIPS a better school 
for our kids.  The motto for the week is “Give a little Change a Lot” which couldn’t be more fitting.  
For more info on volunteering or to read some of the stories of the joy of giving without return, see 
the links below. 
https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/nvw/  
http://volunteeringvictoria.org.au/volunteer-stories/  
 
The next Parents Association meeting is this coming Monday 18 June at 7.30pm in the library or staff 
room. All welcome.  
 
See you round the grounds   

 
Mal Osborne-Smith 
President, GIPS Parents Association 
mal.osbornesmith@gmail.com  0417667766 
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