
Dear Parents,  
 
The school community has seen a hive of activities recently, and this Newsletter showcases 
the many things that make this a great learning community to be a part of. 
 
PARENT WALKTHROUGHS 
To highlight Education Week this year we are offering Parent Walkthroughs. We had our 
first Parent Walkthrough yesterday for Year 2. Parents listened to a brief presentation 
outlining how we teach Writing at GIPS, then visited the classrooms to see a Writing lesson 
and finished with a short plenary session.  Each Walkthough session starts at 9.00am and 
finishes by 10.30am. 
 
As well as the Parent Walkthroughs, we have offered a number of information sessions for 
parents in the last fortnight. “Cybersafety & IT”, was very well attended and gave parents 
lots of information about using digital devices safely at home.  “Supporting Reading at 
Home” for Year 1 parents was run by Robyn Challis and Brodee Procel, and “Tuning into 
Kids”, a six week parenting program, through the local council, is into its second week. 
 
 

YEAR 3 & 4 CAMP 
Congratulations to the Year 3 & 4 students who went to Camp 
Arrabri. I visited the camp on the Thursday and it was great to 
see the students all happy, well-behaved and participating 
enthusiastically in the camp activities. The giant swing was a 
special highlight for most, pictured left, and it was fantastic to 
watch the children encouraging each other and ‘having a go’. 
Thanks to the parents who volunteered their time and helped 
make the camp a memorable one for the students. 
I would like to acknowledge our teachers: Meagan Cofield, 
Sammy Orchard, Meg Gerring, Tanya Tomic, Niki Judd, James 
Smith and Shelley Morrison. Their care for the students, 
attention to detail and willingness to join in the activities with 
the children, was amazing. Without such a professional and 
supportive group of teachers, our camping program would not 
be possible. 
 

 
ANNUAL REPORT 
Our 2017 Annual Report to the school community is available on our school website. This 
provides parents with a snapshot of how our school is progressing. Follow this link. 
  

http://www.gips.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/gips_annual_report_2017.pdf


PRE-LOVED BOOK SALE 
I would urge as many families as possible to be involved in the GIPS Parents' Association 
Pre-Loved Book Stall. It will be held in mid-June and this is a great opportunity to clear out 
books that your kids have finished with so they can be enjoyed by other children. This year 
we are only collecting books for primary school aged children. Please no pre-school or 
books for older kids/adults. There will be boxes for collection in the school office. The 
children really enjoy this initiative and it is a great way to promote a love of reading at GIPS. 
 
RIVERSDALE PRINCIPALS’ CONFERENCE 
On Thursday and Friday last week Robyn Floyd and I attended this conference in Chirnside 
Park. We listened to two keynote presentations. Professor Lea Waters, from Melbourne 
University spoke about “Visible Wellbeing – Searching for wellbeing in schools: Linking 
science with practice.” Glen Pearsall spoke about “Building Teacher Capacity”. Both 
speakers were engaging and provided us with a lot of thought-provoking information which 
we will unpack with the teachers. 
 
GIDSSA CROSS COUNTRY 
Well done to all 59 students who represented the school and competed in the GIDSSA cross-
country event yesterday. Our students represented GIPS with enthusiasm and a 
determination to do their best. They all contributed to a remarkable achievement where we 
finished 3rd in the overall results.  
A special thanks to Nathan Gilliland for the preparation of the team and to the Year 3 to 6 
teachers who supported the program. Also a big thank you to the parent helpers who made 
the morning a huge success! 
Congratulations to the students who finished in the top ten of their age group and are going 
on to the Divisional competition. See the list here.  
 

 
CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
There have also been many activities at each of our 
year levels that enrich our students’ learning 
opportunities. The Preps were visited by the firemen to 
learn about fire safety and had a great time looking 
through a fire truck and using the firemen’s hose. They 
were also visited by the Teddy Bear Hospital, pictured 
left, which is a world-wide program that provides 
primary school students with the opportunity to 
interact with student doctors. Year 3 students attended 
a ‘Hands on Science’ incursion to explore their Inquiry 
Unit – ‘Solids, Liquids and Gases’. Year 1 students, as 
part of their ‘Feathers, Fur, Fins & Skins’ unit, enjoyed a 
hands-on experience with a variety of Australian 
animals. The Year 2s have just completed investigating 
a chicken hatching program in their classrooms as part 
of their ‘Life Cycles  - Watch It Grow’ unit. The Year 4s 

were visited by the History Box and were involved in hands-on activities to learn more about 
the First Australians. And finally, on Friday our Year 5 & 6 students will travel to Parliament 
House and Old Melbourne Gaol as part of their ‘Democracy in Australia’ studies. 
 

http://www.gips.vic.edu.au/articles/456


 
ATTITUDE TO SCHOOL SURVEY 
Each year students in Years 4, 5 & 6 take part in an Attitudes to School Survey. The survey, 
which takes about 40 minutes to complete, will be conducted in the week starting Monday 
28 May and is completed online during normal classroom time. The survey focuses on 
excellence in teaching and learning and a positive climate for learning. The students are 
asked to respond, using a five point scale, to a range of topics including; motivation and 
interest, student voice, effective teaching practice, teacher empathy, and resilience.  
 
NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME (NSS) 
Today we took part in the NSS to help promote the value of reading and literacy. Every year 
a picture book written and illustrated by an Australian author is selected. This year Hickory 
Dickory Dash by Tony Wilson was featured. A hard copy was purchased for each Year Level 
and students took part in reading the story together and taking part in activities. More 
information can be found here. 
 
GARDEN CLUB 
Each Wednesday at lunchtimes, Mr Hynes runs a 
gardening club for interested students. Pictured right, 
the children help look after our vegetable patches 
and gardens around the school. This week we were 
visited by a member of Kelly O’Dwyer’s office, the 
Federal Member for Higgins, to see the result of the 
Sustainable Schools Project funded by the 
Department of Infrastructure and Regional 
Development. Indigenous trees and plants native to 
the Boroondara area were selected by Mr Hynes and 
his father, and were planted by the grade sixes and 
their prep buddies, pictured below. Well done to Mrs 
Hiland for her organisation of this initiative and the 
prep team for helping to dig the big holes for the new 
trees. A special thank you must also go to Dani 
Schmidt and Jane O’Dwyer (prep parents) for helping 
to plant on the day and sharing their expert 
gardening knowledge. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.alia.org.au/nss


2019 PREP OPEN DAY and INFORMATION NIGHT 
We welcome all parents of prospective prep students to join us next week for our Open Day 
and Information Evening.  
 
On Tuesday 29 May the school will be open for tours between 9.30am – 10.30am, and 2pm 
– 3.00pm. See the school in action, talk to current parents, and meet students and staff.  
 
On Thursday 31 May, our Prep Information Night will be held from 7.00pm – 8.00pm in the 
school library. Hear about the school’s programs, meet the current Prep teaching team, and 
learn about all aspects of education at Glen Iris Primary School.  
 
Please book through the office on ph 9885 3624. 
 
CURRICULUM DAY – Wednesday 4 June 
A final reminder to all families that a Curriculum Day is on Wednesday 6 June to support the 
student reporting process.  Children do not attend school on this day. Camp Australia will be 
running a program on the day from 7.00am to 6.30pm. Details found here (link). 
 
Garry Collins 
Principal 

https://www.campaustralia.com.au/Schools/GlenIrisPrimarySchool/3146/BB94

