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Dear Parents, 
 

We would like to welcome everyone in our school community for 2023. Special welcome to all new families; 
we hope you are enjoying being in our wonderful school community.  

 
It has been exciting to see happy and enthusiastic faces, eager to renew old friendships, make some new ones 
and get back into some interesting and enjoyable learning.  Our students have made a terrific start to this 
school year, and walking around the school this week there is a real sense of calm and engagement.  
 
Over the holiday break we have seen teachers busily working to set up their rooms and prepare the curriculum 
for 2023, and we happily welcome our new staff for 2023: Mae Wellington (Grade 1), Adriana Bisognano 
(Grade 4), Charlie Collopy-White (Grade 5/6), Ashlee Patterson (Grade 5/6), Kate Watycha (Performing Arts) 
Meg Ritchie (Teacher Aid) and Andrew Dong (Teacher Aid), as well as Rachael McGrath, who is returning from 
family leave. 

 
If you have been at the school for some time and see a new face in the yard, please make them feel welcome, 
extend a hand of friendship and try to ensure everyone in our community feels included in all aspects of school 
life. 

 
Welcome to our new Foundation (Prep) students 
We are thrilled with the way our 2023 Foundation (Prep) students have settled into schooling life. It 
was great to see so many smiling faces. I was visited by Prep M and they had lots of interesting 

questions around why I have a fake plant in my office😊 I would like to thank Sammy, Meagan and 
Brooke who have created a welcoming, inclusive and engaging environment.  
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GIPS Team for 2023 
 

Foundation:  
• Sammy Chapman 
• Brooke Clarkson 
• Meagan Cofield 

 
Grade 1:   

• Lily Cribbes 
• Mary-Anne Jansen 
• Mae Wellington 

 
Grade 2:  

• Bindi Tod/Niki Judd 
• Jill Gorman/Amy Lauritz 

 
Year 3:  

• Kyle Hosking 
• Lee Laier/Jessa Trang 
• Lucy Gargano/Jessa Trang 

 
Year 4:  

• Adriana Bisognano   
• Tanya Tomic/James Smith 

 
Year 5/6:  

• Shanae Hill 
• Charlie Collopy-White 
• Peter McClure 
• Ashlee Patterson 

 
Prep C 
Prep B 
Prep M 
 
 
1C 
1J 
1W 
 
2TJ 
2GL 
 
 
 
3H 
3LT 
3GT 
 
 
4B 
4TS 
 
 
5/6H 
5/6C 
5/6M 
5/6P 
 

SPECIALIST STAFF 
• Physical Education: James Smith  
• Performing Arts: Prep – Gr 4 Kate Watycha 
• Performing Arts: Grades 4-6 – Rachael McGrath 
• Visual Arts: Michele Freeland-Small 
• French – Laurence Barré  
• Librarian – Krista Morris 
• Tutoring – Robyn Challis 
• Literacy Specialist – Meagan Cofield 
• Numeracy Specialist – Shelley Morrison 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE & SUPPORT STAFF 

• Acting Principal: Debbie McDermott 
• Acting Assistant Principal: Shelley Morrison 
• Business Manager: Gina Hasapis  
• Administrative Assistants: Sally Pace and Nicole Ralph 

 
EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF (INTEGRATION AIDES) 

• Meg Ritchie 
• Andrew Dong 
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LAUNCH INTO LEARNING 
 
Each year we start with our ‘Launch into Learning’ program. The purpose of this program is to engage 
students in a range of activities that help build strong relationships with their teachers and peers, and to 
establish clear expectations for the 2023 school year.   
This program is crucial as it paves the path for a happy and successful year of learning for all students. We 
know that relationships are at the core of all learning. Having spent the time to form a relationship based on 
trust and respect and getting to know each other beyond the roles of ‘teacher’ and ‘student’ (interests, family 
members, friends, experiences, hopes, fears etc) we are able to truly begin personalising the learning 
experience for the children we teach. 
 
 

INFORMATION SESSIONS/ Time in Lieu 
 
The Year Level Information Sessions will be held on 15 February, with locations to be advised.  
The times have changed for this year’s Information Sessions to the following: 

• Grade 4, 5 & 6  4pm – 4:30pm  

• Grades 1, 2 & 3   4:30pm – 5pm  
 
Victorian Government Schools Agreement is something that families may not be aware of. During 
2022 the Victorian Government schools negotiated a new Fair Work Agreement. The new Victorian 
Government Schools Agreement (VGSA) was signed off and has begun implementation in all 
Victorian Government schools. It is important that we flag this with you, as some noticeable changes 
will be put in place now.  
The changes that will be more evident from the perspective of our school community are in 
particular reference to Time in Lieu for teaching staff when required to attend school 
activities/events beyond their working hours. For this reason, the Information Sessions have changed 
to the earlier times.  
If you are unable to attend you will have the opportunity to meet with your teacher the following 
week to discuss your child and answer any questions you may have.   
We are also adding more information in our Parent Handbook and this will be available next week 
from our website.  
 
 
MEET THE TEACHER 

 
Parent ‘Getting to know you interviews” will be held on Monday the 20th and Wednesday 22nd of 
February. Information about how to make a booking will be sent via Compass. You will be selecting a 
10 minute time slot via our Compass platform. These meetings will be held in person in your child’s 
classroom.  
Your child will bring home a Parent Observation Form which we would like you to complete and 
bring to the Meet the Teacher session.  
 
Please contact your teacher to make an alternate date if the available times do not suit.  
We hope that this opportunity to exchange information and share expectations will set the scene for a very 
successful 2023. The partnership between parents and teachers is vital in ensuring the best possible learning 
outcomes for our students. 
 
SCHOOL HOURS – 8:45 – 3:45pm 

 

Yard supervision commences at 8:45am and therefore students should not be unattended in the yard before 

that time. The school day ends at 3:30pm and there is yard duty supervision until 3:45pm. Should parents 

require supervision for their child before 8.45am or after 3.45pm, please contact Team Kids, our Out of School 

Hours Service provider. www.teamkids.com.au  

http://www.teamkids.com.au/
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PERSONAL MOBILE DEVICES 

 

A reminder that students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and 

stored in their bags during school hours. We have also had a couple of students wearing ‘smartwatches’ at 

school. These must not be used for communication purposes during school hours and we are asking students 

to only use devices as watches. If they are worn at school they must have all notifications switched off. 

 

 

CLASS REPS 

 

Class Representatives help liaise between the families in their classes, the teacher and the school. Mostly the 

role consists of distributing the class contact list, welcoming new families to your class, and organising 

occasional social events for your class. If you would like to be a class rep, please email the office at 

glen.iris.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

 

 

CURRICULUM DAY 
 
On Friday, 27th January, all staff were engaged in Professional Learning with Education Consultant Phillip 
White. He conducted a workshop where we worked on skills and approaches to work as effective teams with 
student learning the central focus. It was also good for our Office Team and Education Support Team to be 
part of the workshop as they play such an important part in the overall success of the programs we deliver at 
our school. 
By working in effective teams, he demonstrated how we can utilise the excellent knowledge, skills and 
experience from the staff we have here at Glen Iris Primary School. He enabled us to reflect on our practices 
in data analysis, curriculum planning and teaching strategies. This has enabled the staff when working in their 
teams to prepare for a productive start to the school year for the students.  
Phil will continue to work with all staff during term 1.  
 

UPCOMING DATES FOR CURRICULUM DAYS 

 

• Wednesday 22nd March 

• Wednesday, 23rd August 

• Wednesday, 15th November   
 
Special Dates 

• 7th Feb – 5pm Prep BBQ at school 

• 24th February – Evening on the Green 

• 13th March – Labour Day 

• 15th March – Start of NAPLAN  

• 22nd March – Curriculum Day (Maths Focus) 

• 6th April –  Last Day of Term 1 (2.30pm student release). 
 

 

ASSEMBLIES 

 

This term, we will return to having school assemblies in the Church next door. Parents are welcomed to 

attend. Entry is via the Multi-Purpose room (where Team Kids operate).  

Our first assembly will be in the afternoon on Friday 10th February starting at 2.50pm. Assembly will then 

occur fortnightly, and are marked on the Compass calendar. Look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

  

mailto:glen.iris.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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FEBRUARY HAPPINESS CALENDER 

 

 
 

FINAL MESSAGE 

 

Our door is always open for a chat so please feel free to pop in to see Shelley Morrison or myself. 

Our number one priority is the engagement, wellbeing and care of all students at GIPS.  

 

 

Debbie McDermott 

Acting Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


