2020
Prep Information

WELCOME
Glen Iris Primary School strives to provide a relevant, engaging and
differentiated teaching and learning program in a supportive environment that fosters deep thinking, creativity, collaboration and independence.
Established in 1865, our school motto is “Aim High” and inspires a
proud tradition of excellence. Our school values – Gratitude, Resilience, Honesty, Respect and Empathy – reflect attitudes and behaviours that are central to the life of our school and community.
We currently have 406 students across 19 classes. Our dedicated
staff use a range of research-based teaching strategies and up-todate technologies to deliver a challenging and engaging curriculum.
Our school enjoys a high staff retention, which enables us to build an
effective, collaborative culture across the school.
We endeavour to keep our Prep classes as small as possible, within
the constraints of our enrolment numbers and classrooms available.
Impressive physical surrounds enhance a positive learning experience. Our fully air conditioned school has an Art Room, Performing
Arts Room, French Room, open learning space, Technology Centre,
Synthi-turf oval, four adventure playground areas and a wellresourced and welcoming library – a focal point for the school.
At Glen Iris Primary School, we take an active approach to student
wellbeing and management with a range of programs on offer that
target student self-esteem and resilience. We understand that if a
student is happy, they can more easily foster and maintain healthy
friendships, be engaged in the classroom and reach their full academic potential.
The information in this booklet provides a snapshot of information
about our school. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions.
Garry Collins
Principal

ENROLMENT INFORMATION
ENROLMENT
To enrol, please complete a
Student Enrolment Form and
return it to the school as soon as
possible with proof of Birth and
Immunisation (see below). Forms
are available from the office or the
school website.
WHEN TO ENROL
Enrolments for 2020 are now open.
As the school structure and
organisation for the next school
year depends on the exact number
of Prep enrolments, it is most
important to enrol as soon as
possible. Enrolment forms should
be submitted by 31 August 2019.
BIRTH CERTIFICATE
Please provide of copy of your
child’s birth certificate with
enrolment.
IMMUNISATION HISTORY
STATEMENTS
Since 28 February 2018, an
Immunisation History Statement
from the Australian Immunisation
Register will be the only form of
documentation accepted as proof

of a child's immunisation status.
Without a statement showing
completed immunisation, your
child will not be able to be enrolled
in school. Documents provided by
GPs or other immunisation
providers will no longer be
sufficient as a form of evidence.
Medicare will usually automatically
send you an Immunisation History
Statement when your child turns 5.
ENROLMENT BOUNDARY
Glen Iris Primary School has an
enrolment boundary. If you live
within this boundary, we will
automatically accept your child’s
enrolment. Once we have received
your enrolment forms and
documents, you will receive a letter
acknowledging your child’s
enrolment.
When possible, we offer places to
students living outside our
enrolment boundary. These
families should apply as usual, and
will be informed of the success of
their enrolment as soon as
possible, and certainly no later
than the end of the September of
the year prior to starting school.
For more information on
enrolment, refer to the Enrolment
tab on the school’s website.

DAILY ORGANISATION
TERM DATES FOR 2020

STARTING TIMES FOR PREPS

Term 1: 29 January - 27 March
Term 2: 14 April - 26 June
Term 3: 13 July - 18 September
Term 4: 5 October - 18 December

To help the children make a
smooth transition from
kindergarten to school, starting and
finishing times will vary from the
normal times in the first week.

PREP COMMENCEMENT DATES
The commencement program for
the first weeks of 2020 term will
be confirmed later this year.

Prep children start school on the
first day between 9.15am and
9.30am. This allows us to get the
older classes started and then we
can focus on our youngest
students.

NORMAL SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE
8:55am
Bag bell
9:00am
School starts
10:40 - 10:45am Snack time
(inside)
10:45 - 11:10am Morning recess
12:50 - 1:00pm Lunch eating
(inside)
1:00 - 1:50pm
Lunch play
3:30pm
School finish
Please note that on the last day of
Term 1, 2 and 3, students are
dismissed at 2:30pm.
On the last day of Term 4, students
are dismissed at 1:30pm.

After the first day, Prep children
will start school at the normal time,
9.00am. A “Bag Bell” rings at
8.55am for children to get
organized for the day.
Please note, Prep children do not
attend school on Wednesdays until
the beginning of March.
On one of these Wednesdays we
will ask you to bring your child to
school for an assessment one to
one with their classroom teacher.
This assessment takes
approximately one hour. Dates and
times will be confirmed before the
start of the school year.

CURRICULUM
“TAKE OFF” TRANSITION
PROGRAM FOR PREPS
Enrolled children will be invited to
join in our November “Take Off”
program. This is a series of four
sessions tailored to settling the
children into a Prep classroom,
familiarising them with the school
and introducing them to some
“real school lessons”. They will
meet some Year 5 students (Year 6
in 2020). This fosters a smooth and
confident transition at the start of
their school year. Families will be
sent more information about this
program in October.
WELLBEING
GIPS runs wellbeing programs
throughout the year. These
programs aims to teach children
respectful relationships and
positive mental health strategies
with a particular focus on
gratitude, empathy, mindfulness
and emotional literacy.
Programs include The Resilience
Project; Respectful Relationships;
Buddy Program; Life Education and
Anti Bullying practices that build
lasting friendships and harmonious
peer relationships.

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS
Children in Prep enjoy Visual Arts,
Performing Arts, Phys. Ed, Library,
French, a Perceptual Motor
Program (PMP) and Buddies.
PREP CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Children will generally focus on
Literacy and Numeracy learning
activities in the morning of each
day. Other lessons during the week
will involve building the children’s
personal learning, physical and
social capabilities through
Educational Play; Health and
Physical Education; Visual and
Performing Arts; and Wellbeing
programs, and building their
knowledge about their world
through our inquiry topics.
YEAR 6 BUDDIES
Students in Year 6 join their Prep
Buddies in activities such as having
lunch together, reading stories and
art activities. The buddy
relationship continues throughout
the year. Prep children look up to
their buddies and enjoy a smile and
a quick hello whenever they see
each other in the schoolyard.

COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER

SCHOOLYARD SUPERVISION

The school uses Compass School
Manager to communicate with
parents.
All families will be given an
individual login and will manage
their child’s events and attendance
through this portal. School reports
are also distributed through
Compass.

There are always staff members
on duty in the schoolyard during
recess and lunch times.
When our Prep children first start
school, they will play in their
exclusive play area and will be
supervised by their teachers. As
they are ready to venture to other
areas of the playground with their
friends, they are supervised by
the staff members on duty. All
teachers keep a close look out for
our youngest students.

TRACKING REPORTS
Parents will receive student reports
in June and December each year,
showing each student’s individual
learning achievements, as well as
their progress against the Victorian
Curriculum Achievements
Standards.
TEACHER COMMUNICATIONS
If parents have any concerns at all,
they are encouraged to discuss
them with the teacher. Teachers
are available throughout the year
to meet with you.
Twice a year, parents are invited to
attend Parent Teacher Interviews to
discuss their child’s progress and
needs.
We aim for a strong Parent/Teacher
relationship. The education of your
child is a partnership thus we
encourage informal communication
throughout the year.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Our Before and After School Care
Program is presently run by Team
Kids. The program takes place at
the school. It is very well organised
and offers a stimulating range of
activities. Special programs are
generally available on Curriculum
Days and through the school
holidays.
We recommend that families
register all students (there is no
charge) so that they are able to
book students if they are
unexpectedly delayed for school
pickup.

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES

Glen Iris Primary enjoys a vibrant
and engaged Parents’ Association.
New families will meet PA
members during Prep orientation
sessions. There are many
opportunities to get involved to
help support the school.

In 2019 the Annual School
Curriculum Materials Levy is $150
per child, and the Prep Excursion
Levy is $125. The voluntary Library/
Technology Fund is $200 per child
and the voluntary Building Fund
donation is $100 per family. These
two funds are tax deductible.
Please note, these charges will be
reviewed for 2020.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE
CLASSROOM

GENERAL INFORMATION

Parent participation is encouraged
in all of our classrooms. Teachers
will communicate with you about
this involvement. Children love
having their parents assisting and
this can occur in many diverse
ways.
Please be aware that to help in the
classroom, you must hold a current
Working With Children Check Card,
with a copy lodged at the school
office.

ALLERGIES AND ASTHMA
Any students with allergies or
asthma must provide the school
with a current action plan as well as
any medication (eg Ventolin, Zyrtec,
Epipen). It is up to the parent to
ensure that all medication and
action plans are current and not
expired.

 Parents are very welcome to

attend fortnightly Friday afternoon
school assemblies.
Classroom awards are presented at
assembly to selected members of
each grade. All children will receive
an award during the year.
 There are many opportunities for
classes and individuals to perform
such as the concert, soirees and
assemblies. Parents are invited to
attend.
 Children in Years Prep - 6
participate in the school camping
program. This may include
experiences of breakfast or dinner at
school, night time activities,
sleepovers and camps.
 It is compulsory for students to
wear school uniform. A school broad
brimmed hat must be worn outside
from the beginning of September
until the end of April.

Prep 2020 Information Evening
Thursday 16 May 2018
Come along to meet the Principal and current Prep teachers, and find out
about our exciting Prep program and facilities.
7.00pm - 8.00pm in the Library

Prep 2020 Open Day
Tuesday 21 May
Visit our school in action, meet current students and parents, and chat with
our Principal, Garry Collins. Tours will be held at 9.30am and 2.00pm.

School Tours
Term 1:

Term 3:
Tuesday 19 March
Thursday 28 March
Monday 1 April
Term 2:
Monday 29 April
Thursday 9 May
Thursday 23 May
Monday 27 May
Thursday 6 June
Thursday 20 June
Monday 24 June.

Thursday 18 July
Monday 22 July
Thursday 1 August
Monday 5 August
Thursday 15 August
Monday 19 August
Thursday 29 August
Monday 2 September
Thursday 12 September
Monday 16 September

Bookings are essential, either by email: glen.iris.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au or
by phone: ph 9885 3624.

The School Teapot

Students who display our school values (Gratitude, Empathy,
Resilience, Respect and Honesty) are given a ticket to place in
the teapot. Once a month at Assembly, tickets are drawn from
the teapot and lucky students are invited to a morning tea
hosted by the Wellbeing Team and the Principal.

For further information please contact:
Sally Pace
Kathy Jacobs
Shelley Morrison
Garry Collins

Enrolment Officer
Enrolment Officer
Acting Assistant Principal
Principal

Glen Iris Primary School
170 Glen Iris Road
Glen Iris 3146

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Website:

9885 3624
9885 4465
glen.iris.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.gips.vic.edu.au

