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Colour my world!

Well, what a Classic!
The GIPS Classic – a mad-dash colour-pumping in-and-out, up-and-down music-filled crazy fun run –
finally took its place in history on the green ovals of Glen Iris Primary and Nettleton Reserve, on a
lovely sunny late autumn day on Tuesday 2nd April.
The Classic was the culmination of weeks of hard work fundraising by the GIPS school community.
Over 75% of students registered to compete and pledged to raise money for the school. We are
delighted to announce that our goal of $10,000 was almost doubled – with just under $20,000
raised. These funds will go to the purchase of the three new interactive panel screens, to help
learning and understanding in our classrooms.
The event kicked off with the Preps- Grade 2 completing several circuits of the school oval, in colourful
t-shirts and dodging water cannons as they ran under a huge arch. Meanwhile, off-site at Nettleton
Reserve, a throng of big kids (Grades 3-6) in gleaming pure white shirts quivered in anticipation at the
starting arch, wondering just how colourful their day would end. With a starting roar from yours truly,
they were set free in a conga line of fun, running, skipping, singing and laughing their way through four
skilfully crafted obstacles around the oval. The Blue Shark Attack, Yellow Peril Crawl, Erupting Red
Volcano, and the Green Swamp, were all slow-down points where kids did their best to dodge
pumpings of powdered colour and blasts from the water cannons. Music blared over the loudspeaker,
and the golden tonsils of Messrs Hosking and Gilliland filled the afternoon. Ms Rachael McGrath,

whose class scored the highest participation rate, was in the thick of it all day, with not a scrap of her
clothing left un-coloured. Even Mr Collins got in on the act with a light dusting of purple.
The feedback from the kids has been phenomenal, with some describing it as their best day ever at
GIPS. It is hoped we can continue the tradition again in 2021.
Huge thanks go out to Kerryn Aikman, who was the PA Coordinator responsible for putting on this
event. It took considerable effort to satisfy the numerous concerns from the school, as well as
organising all the fund-raising, vendors, and communications. With her kids now having left GIPS,
Kerryn bows out of GIPS on great note, having worked tirelessly for the Parents Association over past
years in numerous roles. Thank you Kerryn. Thanks also to Robin Bouchard, our event engineer, who
devised and made all the elements of the circuit, including the beautiful finishing arch. Thanks to
Katrina Standen, for the artwork, yet again, to Emma Teoh for communications, Grey Tham and Craig
Mills on the cameras, and the army of parent volunteers who helped set up and splash. Thank you
also to Ms McGrath, chief teacher coordinator, Messers Gilliland and Hoskings, and Mr Collins for
allowing us to put it on, and Sally, Kathy and Gina for a huge amount of admin work.
And the biggest thanks are for our kids and their families and friends, who generously supported this
event. Well done GIPs. A fantastic effort all round! The top 10 fundraisers are listed below.
Amazing photos are available free of charge via the GIPS website (see ZenFolio). Samples below.
GIPS FUNDRAISING LEADERBOARD
Ranking
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Fund raiser
Alex M
Joel G
Natalia S
Jishnu E
Mia G
Annabelle L
Sean and Eliza T
Dominic G
Lara L
Sam O-S

Class
5-6M
5-6G
5-6K
1A
5-6H
1C
5-6H
3O
3T
2H

$Amount
$822
$721
$561
$516
$487
$457
$448
$416
$377
$375

Upcoming Events
Mother’s Day community events are underway this week, with the annual breakfast this Tuesday
morning and the Stalls on Thursday 9 May. Mums please come and enjoy some time with your kids,
and don’t forget to arm them with a pile of gold coins and a bag for their shopping bonanza.
And the GIPSMEN are back! Bryan and his merry men have come up
with beauty - the next functions is a HAIRTASTIC evening on 15th
May for Dads and Daughters. Learn a few ‘do’s for your daughter
and be the coolest Dadio in da hood. $25. Call Bryan McMeikan
- bryandsas@hotmail.com 0456 192 199 . Limited places so get
in fast.
Make and Bake – The tradition returns on Friday 24th May 2019,
bigger and yummier than ever before. Keep a look out for notices
and pay attention MasterChef recipes from George and Matt!

Ferndale Park reopens!
Great to see the “new” Ferndale Park playground reopened
in April. Pleasingly, the design closely followed a number of
initiatives suggested by GIPS parents and coordinated by the Parents Association. The park has been
named “Troll Park” - thanks to Kate Blashka and Poppy!

A Word from our Platinum Sponsor – Fletchers Real Estate

The next Parents Association meeting on Monday 3rd June at 7.30pm in the staff room. All welcome!

Mal Osborne-Smith
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mal.osbornesmith@gmail.com 0417667766

