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GIPS Art on Show! 

 
Two years ago I met with Michelle Freeland-Small, our 
GIPS Art Teacher, and Kirsty White, interested parent-
artist, to discuss how we could shine a light on the art 
school at Glen Iris Primary.  
 
The idea of an Art Show was conceived. And within days 
Michelle unveiled a beautiful theme that would become 
the focal point of the GIPS student’s art work through 
much of 2019, culminating in the wonderful art show held 
over those few special days in late October.    

 
The theme of course was Wilam - A Birrarung 
Story- the indigenous and geographical story of 
Melbourne’s beautiful Yarra River, from its 
source to its mouth; from its pre-history to the 
present day. Wilam means home in 
Woiwurrung, the language of the Wurundjeri 
clan, and the stunning story told in art form is 
of  the many creatures who call Birrarung (the 
Yarra River) home, as it slowly winds from the 
mountains to the bay.  It teaches us 
Woiwurrung language for the river and its inhabitants, and asks us to 
reflect on the importance of the river not only to animals but also to the 
humans who live in its vicinity.  
 
Creatures such as Bunjil, the eagle, perched high on an old tree,  Waa, 
the crow, flying high over mountain ash, and the beautiful blue wren. . 
 
And with these came the hundreds of handmade  3D animals –
wombats, platypi, fairy wrens, koala bears, ducks, fish, and pelicans -  
lovingly inspired by Michelle and crafted by our kids with the huge help 
of a team of parent volunteers led by Kirsty White, Coordinator of the 
Friends of the Arts.  
 
 
 
 



There was also the artwork of the city – city buildings, the MCG,  
federation square, a huge Melbourne tram with GIPS kids on 
board, and graffiti art of Hosier Lane.  
 

And on display were Grade 5 & 6 
photo exhibit, a project run by Gray 
Tham, our parent volunteer 
photographer, who taught students 
how to take photos and invited 
them to capture photographs of 
“what home mean to them”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The festival kicked off on Wed 23rd October with a spiritual smoking ceremony and welcome to 
country performed by Chris Hume, a local indigenous man, in front of mesmerised students.   
 
Inside, the Library, Lab and Performing Arts room had been 
transformed, by a tireless and thankless gang of parent stage 
hands, who rigged trees, sand banks,  display panels, lights, flying 
birds, and fairy lights, to be then covered with a beautifully laid-
out collection of the kids art work by a small army of mums (and 
grand mum).   
 
For three days students and 
parents alike enjoyed a 
metaphorical journey along the 
Yarra, stopping to spot their 
individual work and read about 
the creatures of the Birrarung.  
 
 
 
 
 



The final delight and close out to the festival 
was the big parents auction night.  Put on by 
the Parents Association, the evening was  an 
absolute delight.  Transformed by literally 
dozens of lights, and to the sounds of 
indigenous music, the art took on a whole new 
look, helped by free-flowing champas and wine, 
and a delicious grazing table of local delights.   
 
The highlight of the night was the spirited art 
auction Led by Michael Richardson from 
Fletchers Real Estate, our school sponsor, when 15 wonderful pieces of art work were put under the 
hammer.  They included a series of hand stitched felt pieces, decorated embossed foil art,  and 
painted montages.  
 

Over $8,000 was raised from the night.  An absolutely stellar 

effort.  A huge thanks to Kirsty White who worked for months 

to organise the evening, and to  those generous parents who 

purchased the art work.  Not only do you know have something 

for the pool room (or maybe even the front hall), you have also 

helped to raise valuably needed funds for the school.   Funds 

raised go towards essential school facilities and services, which 

this year will include additional interactive panels, painting of 

the old school, and sinking fund towards replacements of the 

astro turf.  

Special thanks to parent volunteers 
for their tireless work in helping 
produce the art work, display it, set 
up, and  run the evening – Ange 
Nelson, Sirwan Euapoonviriya, Di 
Ozanne, Robin Borchard, Lisa and 
Grant Pearce, Sarah Cormick, Gray 
Tham, Emma Vreize, Shane Millar, 
Jane Douglas, Irina McCredie, Matt 
Hassan, Sherren Comensoli, Katrina 
Standen, and Larysa Williams. 
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Make ‘n Bake Turns in a treat! 
 
The twice yearly and much loved Make ‘n Bake sale was on again in September.  Put on by the Parents 
Association, this Spring was one of the best ever, with over $2000 of products sold  including a great 
range of home grown veges and herbs n products from our own GIPS  vege garden.  Big thanks to 
Shane Millar, and her team of dedicated helpers who put on the event.  And thank you to the mums 
and a few dads who helped their kids bake up a storm.  And thanks also Jane Douglas who has quietly 
maintained a beautiful vege garden for years.   
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