
TERM 4 

Glen Iris Primary School  

WELCOME BACK TO TERM 4 ! 
Welcome back to our final term of Prep 2019. The children were excited to be back at 

school to see their friends and classmates and to share their holiday news. 

Looking back on Term 3 there were many highlights. Celebrating our 100th day of 

school with grandparents and special family friends was a big hit. Everyone looked 

amazing, if not extremely old! The children had lots of fun exploring the number of 100 

with their guests. Our trip to Chesterfield Farm gave the children a wonderful oppor-

tunity to get up close to different farm animals and develop their knowledge of farm 

produce and what is involved in getting the produce from the farm to our homes. Book 

Week was once again an enjoyable time to immerse ourselves in the magical world of 

children’s literature. How wonderful the children looked parading as their favourite 

book character! Speaking of books, we would like to congratulate all those children 

and families who participated in the Premiers’ Reading Challenge. Well done! 

Term 4 is looking to be action packed. In Week 2 we will be launching our new topic 

‘How Does Your Garden Grow?’ with an excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens. This 

experience should provide the children with some helpful ideas and information for 

establishing and caring for our Prep garden. Later in the term, we will be holding a 

Prep Breakfast where the children will be coming to school in their pyjamas 

and getting ready for the day all on their own, with the aim of encouraging 

a sense of responsibility and independence. The Junior House Athletics that 

was unfortunately washed out last term will be rescheduled for a Friday in 

November, and in December, the children will attend a series of swimming 

lessons as part of the Phys. Ed. Program. 

October at GIPS is ‘Walk or Ride to School’ month. We are encouraging all children to 

try to walk, ride or scooter to and from school to promote the importance of daily   

exercise. As a way of involving the children who are not within walking distance of the 

school, we are suggesting that mums, dads and carers park the car a couple of streets 

away from the school, then walk the rest of the way. We understand that due to family 

commitments this may not always be possible but let’s all try and give it a go. 

This term we will also run our Transition Up program preparing the children for Year 

One in 2020. We are continuing to encourage the children to be responsible for their 

own belongings. You can assist us with this by allowing your child to carry their school 

bag into the classroom and unpack their Take-home Book bag in the mornings.  

Looking forward to a fun-filled Term 4 and your continued support with our 

program.  
 

The Prep Team  -  Hayley Greeves and Barb Maclarn. 

A FEW REMINDERS: 
Show and Tell:  
At the end of last term you 

would have received a 

Show and Tell roster listing 

the topics for each week. To 

support your child, please 

help them to plan and   

prepare for their Show and 

Tell each week. For time-

tabling purposes it is     

important that each child 

presents on their allocated 

day.  
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Classroom Helpers 
New rosters for classroom 

helpers are now up on the 

Prep notice boards. 

We will also be looking for 

helpers to come along on 

the bus for our excursion to 

The Royal Botanic Gardens 

and swimming program later 

in the term. A separate 

swimming helpers roster will 

go up nearer to the time. 

In November we will be 

seeking parent help with our 

Take-Off program for our 

2020 Preps.  

 

PMP 
Our Wednesday PMP      

sessions will begin again in 

Week 3. If you are available 

on a Wednesday afternoon 

from 2.40pm until 3.30pm 

we would love your help. A  

roster has been placed on 

the Prep noticeboard for 

parent helpers to sign up. In 

order for this program to run 

effectively we do require 6 

parent helpers for each   

session.  PMP will finish at 

the commencement of the 

swimming program. 

 

Library on Fridays 
In Term 4 the Prep children 

will be immersed in the  

wonderful world of books 

during our Friday weekly visit 

to the Library. 

Please remember to help 

your child pack their library 

bag each Friday so they are 

able to borrow new books 

each week.   

 

 

Attendance: 
It is wonderful to see the   

children arriving at school on 

time and coming into the 

classroom at 8.55am to unpack 

their bags and be ready to 

start the day with the class at 

9.00am. Children who are not 

present by 9.05am will be 

marked absent. If your child is 

late, please sign them in at the 

Office and bring them to the 

classroom. 

Sun Smart & Safety: 
Remember hats now need 

to be worn for all outdoors 

activities including       

playtimes and Phys Ed.    

Also as the term gets 

warmer, please ensure  

your child brings a water 

bottle with them to school 

each day.  
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PREP CURRICULUM 
Literacy  

During Term 4, the children will be exposed to a range of text types including           

procedures, poetry and narratives. Within our reading groups, we will continue to 

focus on decoding sounds/words in a text, as well as comprehension strategies,  

fluency and expression. Children will continue to develop their high frequency 

words in class and we encourage parents to play games with these words and to 

read daily with the children to reinforce these words in context. We are really 

pleased with the progress the children are making with their handwriting, forming 

letters correctly and of a consistent size. In readiness for Year One, the children will 

begin using their dotted thirds writing books during Writing time. The lines will  

further assist the children in developing a neat and well formed handwriting style. 

Numeracy 

This term the children will be extending their knowledge of number and place value, 

exploring numbers from 0 to 100 in more depth. The Numeracy topics that will be 

covered include; time, money, patterns in number, place value, addition, subtraction 

and sharing. We will be continuing our Number of the Day with a constant focus on 

number and counting.  

Integrated Studies  

Through our Science topic ‘How does my garden grow?’ the children will be learn-

ing about plants and living things. As part of this inquiry the shared experiences at 

the Royal Botanic Gardens will focus on what plants need to grow and survive. We 

will also be planting a range of seedlings in the planter boxes in the Prep play-

ground and school garden and watching them grow as we care for them. For those 

parents with ’green thumbs’ and a love of gardening, we would love you to come 

and helps us and share your knowledge and skills with the children. Please contact 

the teachers to find out when and how you can help. 

Digital Technologies 

Last term the Prep children began a Coding program during our Friday Library/

Digital Technologies session. This program aims to develop the children’s creative 

and logical thinking skills through completing ‘coding’ challenges using a variety of 

digital tools and apps. The children will continue to use a range of apps in the class-

room to support their Literacy and Numeracy development. We will continue to use 

programs such as Mathletics, SeeSaw, Sunshine On-line. Don’t forget to log on to 

Mathletics at home with your child to play live Mathletics. 

Wellbeing and Personal Development 

Our Resilience Project lessons will continue throughout the term. This program will 

be complemented with lessons from the Victorian Education Department’s new 

wellbeing program ‘Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships’ focusing on 

identity and gender; exploring similarities and differences; fairness, positive relation-

ships and solving problems during social and play activities. For one of the sessions 

the children are required to talk to a family member about favourite games, toys 

and activities they enjoyed when they were five or six years old. Please help your 

child to complete this task and record the information on the sheet accompanying 

this newsletter and return to school in the Notice Folder next week. 
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Important Dates 
 
October   
15th - Royal Botanic 

Gardens Excursion 

14th - 18th Planting our 

Prep gardens 

Weeks 2,3, 4 - Gymnas-

tics in Phys Ed sessions 

23rd - PMP begins 

23rd - 26th Art Festival 

and Auction 

   

November  

4th - Pupil Free Day/

Curriculum Day for staff 

5th - Cup Day Holiday 

1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd - 

2019 Prep Take-Off 

29th - Prep Breakfast 

 

December  
3rd - 13th - Swimming 

Transition Up - TBC 

Class parties- TBC 

20th - Last day Term 4, 

1.30 dismissal. 

 

School Assembly  

The School Assembly 

will be held fortnightly 

on Friday afternoon in 

the odd weeks of term 

commencing around 

2.45pm. Come along if 

you can. 

Assembly Dates - 11th & 

25th Oct; 8th & 22nd 

Nov; 6th & 20th Dec. 

 


