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Term One 

Welcome to Prep 2019 at GIPS 
We hope your children have enjoyed their first days at school and have shared some 

wonderful stories about their time in the classroom with you. It has been pleasing to see 

how quickly the Prep children have settled into their new classrooms. They have been 

keen to take part in many different activities and explore the school surroundings. It is 

lovely to watch the children beginning to develop new friendships both in the classroom 

and out at play. 

In this newsletter you will find information regarding your child’s weekly timetable,  

upcoming events at GIPS and an overview of our classroom program for this term. 

In the first few weeks of Term One, the Prep children will spend the majority of their play-

times in a designated Prep play area, incorporating the Prep Adventure Playground and 

the sandpit. This allows the children to get used to their new school surroundings and 

feel comfortable out in the playground. For those children who are keen to explore the 

wider school area, there will soon be opportunities to visit the oval and other play spaces 

under the supervision of the Prep teachers to ensure they remain safe and comfortable. 

In addition to staff on designated yard duty, the children are being supervised by the Prep 

teachers during playtimes and lunchtimes, thus providing the children with a familiar face 

in their play area. Please be aware that Prep children are not to play on the Year 1/2  

Adventure Playground during or after school.  

The Prep Individual Literacy and Numeracy Assessments are now underway on the 

Wednesday Rest Days. Children enjoy the chance to have some one-on-one time with 

their class teacher while it provides us with valuable information regarding each child’s 

learning needs. If you are yet to make an appointment time, please see the schedule  

displayed outside your child’s classroom.  

Thank you to those families who were able to come to the Prep BBQ and last Wednes-

day’s Prep Information Night.  It was wonderful to have an informal chat with all the Prep 

families at the BBQ on such a lovely, warm evening. Our Prep Information Night and next 

week’s Meet the Teacher Interviews provide us with a more formal opportunity to meet 

and share any information that is important for your child’s transition to school and their 

learning this year. We look forward to seeing you next week.  

Please remember though, that if there is anything you would like to discuss at any time 

throughout the school year, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher to 

make an appointment  

Looking forward to a great year ahead! 

Hayley Greeves and Barb Maclarn 

Important Dates 

18th— Pupil Free Day ‘Staff Curriculum Day’ 

19th— Meet the Teacher Interviews 

 

1st — GIPS Family Event ’Evening on the Green’ 

11th— Labour Day Holiday (Preps full time this week) 

19th— ‘Marvellous Me’ Performance for Prep at school 

 

2nd—Whole School Colour Run 

3rd—School Photo Day 

5th—Last day Term 1 

Sun Smart and 
Safety 
Remember school hats need 

to be worn until 1st May. 

Sunscreen is best applied at 

home in the morning.          

Sunscreen in a roll on  

container is best for Prep  

children if they are to apply 

sunscreen at school. 

If you ride a scooter to 

school, please wear a helmet. 
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Timetable 
Your child’s class timetable 
is attached to this news-
letter. This includes the 
times your child will attend 
the specialist programs— 
French, Phys. Ed, Perform-
ing Arts and Visual Arts; 
Library; Buddies and School 
Assembly. 

 

Year 6 Buddies 
In the coming weeks, the 
children will be introduced 
to their Year 6 Buddy. The 
Prep children always love 
getting to know their new 
‘big’ friend. Big Buddies can 
also provide additional sup-
port for the Prep children  
out in the playground. 

 

Meet the Teacher 
Interviews 
Tuesday 19th February 

Make sure you have 

booked an appointment on 

Compass and returned your 

child’s Observation Form to 

the class teacher. 

 
February 
 
 
March 
 
 
 
April 



Prep Curriculum: 
Term One is a very busy time in Prep. Whilst we spend a lot of time developing class-
room routines and expectations, we are also busy developing young learners.  

Literacy 
During Term One, children will further develop their oral language through Education 
Play, songs, rhymes, class Circle Time and Show and Tell. We will explore books and 
begin to look at strategies for reading. We will further develop the children’s 
knowledge of the alphabet and sound/letter relationships. In Writing time, the chil-
dren will be encouraged to express their thoughts and recount their experiences. We 
will introduce correct letter formation of the Cursive Script handwriting style, rein-
force a correct pencil grip and begin to look at strategies for spelling. On Monday 4th 
March we are planning to begin Take Home Reading. More information about this 
program will be sent home on that day. 

Numeracy 
We begin by investigating basic number concepts with a strong focus on counting 
groups of objects accurately and reading and recording number to ten and beyond. 
Children will explore shape and pattern, and different forms of measurement.       
Numeracy activities are very hands-on using a range of materials to build a depth of 
understanding and apply their knowledge to everyday situations. 

Integrated Studies 
We begin the year with the topics ‘Launch into Learning’ and ‘It’s All About Me’.   
Children will explore their school environment and the people who make up our 
school community. They will build on their understandings of  how we have unique 
features and qualities, how we grow and change over time, the role of the family and 
how we can keep safe and happy. Later in the term the children will participate in a 
performance entitled ‘Marvellous Me’. 

Library 
Children will attend weekly Library sessions on Fridays. This term we will be exploring 
the wonderful picture story books by author, Pamela Allen. The children will have the 
opportunity to borrow two books from the Library each week, so please help your 
child to remember to pack their Library Bag and return it to school on a Thursday in 
readiness for Library on Friday.  

Digital Technologies 
The children will have lots of experiences with digital technologies throughout the 
year, with a focus on using iPads to utilize a range of apps in the classroom and Lab. 

 

Specialists’ 
Programs: 
 

Physical Education 
Children will attend  weekly PE 

sessions with Mr Gilliland. 

Children will need to wear 

shoes suitable for physical 

activity such as runners and 

remember to bring their hat 

and water bottle.  

 

Performing Arts 
The Prep children will enjoy an 

introduction to the Performing 

Arts program with Mrs Lauritz.  

 

Visual Arts 
Children will also explore their 

creativity during a week art 

session with Mrs Freeland. Your 

child’s art smock will be kept at 

school during the year. Please 

ensure you have sent your 

child’s art smock to school. 

 

French 
The Prep children will be 

introduced to the French 

language. Madame Barre, a 

native French speaker, will 

provide a program that will see 

the children greeting, singing 

and playing games in French 

during weekly sessions. This 

year Mme Barre is very 

fortunate to have a French 

assistante, Alex to support her 

program and the children. 

Show and Tell 
Starting in March, each class will 

begin ‘Show and Tell’ presentations. 

A note will be sent home nearer to 

the time. This term we will be build-

ing on speaking with confidence and 

good listening habits. For Term One 

Show and Tell will be free choice. You 

can assist your child by helping them 

to select special and interesting items 

to share and easily talk about with 

their class. 
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Munch ‘n’ Crunch 
To encourage healthy eating, we provide the 

children with an extra opportunity to eat  a 

fresh fruit or vegetable snack. Please pack an 

extra fruit or vegetable snack everyday for 

your child to eat during story time. We ask 

that it is a fresh piece of fruit or vegetable (cut 

up or whole—it’s up to you!) 

 

Icy-Poles 
Friday is icy-pole day at GIPS. This is optional. 

If you would like your child to have an icy-

pole, please send 50c in a purse or in the 

pocket of their bag. The teacher will collect 

the money in the morning. 

Attendance  
Parents are required to log their 

child’s absences and the reason for 

their absence on the Compass por-

tal. If children are arriving late or 

being picked up early, parents must 

go via the Office and sign their 

children in or out.  


